NAVAL SAFETY CENTER
NAVAL AIR STATION
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511
14/hl
Ser 701
19 June 1968

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IAW OPNAVINST 3750. 6 SERIES

From: Commander, Naval Safety Center
To: Commanding Officer, Training Squadron THREE

Subj: VT-3 AAR ser 4-68A concerning T-28B BuNo 138348 accident occurring
10 March 1968, pilot HARRIS

1. The subject report and all endorsements thereon have been reviewed. Commander,
Naval Safety Center concurs with the comments and recommendations of the Aircraft
Accident Board and subsequent endorsers.

Copy Ww:
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NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ (AIR-09E) (2)

CNATRA
CNABATRA

NAVPLANTREPO COLUMBUS

DIR AFIP




Code 015
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SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE JITH OPNAVINST 3750,6 SERIES

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CO, VI=3, accident, Ser Le58A, concerning T-28B,
BUNO 138348, of 10 Mar 1968, pilot HARRIS

From: Chief of Naval Air Training
To: Commander, Naval Aviation Safety Center

Subj: Aircraft accident report; forwarding of

l. Forwarded, concurring in the conclusions and recommendations of the
Aircraft Accident Board and comments and action indicated by the Command-
ing Officer, Training Squadron THREE,
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3K was the instructor chase >11ot in company with two student
solo aireraft »n a syllebus day navigation training flicht, The
flight of three T-28 aireraft ieparted Fone .PR at 16203 on a

VFE flight plan %o Miting Fleld, LTJG Z.RRTS was the pilot

flisht proceede? normally until near Dothan, lahama ,

when ' : Instructed his stvdants to increase their nower
ttinrs tn 24 "and 33-3: inches and aseigned “eadines
for the leal aireraft to flv, t this point, th2 students ceas-
! to mavisate and flew “eadinecs as assimned “w ILPJG RAI3,
chine a cloud laver, LIJG O instructe? the flight
to start cruis *scent from 4500 fect to 1500 feet. Jurine
this descent, t flieht passe ver the leadines edge of a cloud
laver, he flieht 'ms then directed to make a 1escending right
R > turn an? return to its nricinel heading,
clovd laver ar foz “ank proved tn he lower than antic-
ipated so t'e leed student found it n cessar~ to Agscen? helow
the previously essisned altitude in rer to remain ™73, he
flight continued desceriine tn a roximataly 300 feet indicated
en tb student wirngman roke formation and started to clim™,
Shortlr thereafter + lead student start>d a clim™ throuch the
faxe
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£AT VI JF.GZ TO JIRCT ™

Areraft 27-216, Bulo 138348 received strike damawe unon

lopact witk the sround,
~ngine Section, The engine was scparated from the airframe
on impact and burned, Two rropeller Slades hroke off, coming to

*St on ton of the main wreckapge,

"1

Yings, The nort wine separated from the aircraft on impact ani

hroke into several sarts, The starboar’ wing 2xploded on impact,

nsclavz, “mpenrase was partially consumed “w fire and com-
Press n top of cockpit and farward fucelass which were hoth
burned, fer to enclosures (9,10, * 11),
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of Fope and that their weather cnroute and at .3 hitine “leld

(F37) srould »e V™3 until 1645S, The forceast winds at this
time were 25 'S from 220° (headwird) at 1500 to 2000 foet south-
west to 37, The weather at Fone was still I™ about 1820R so
the decisimn wns made to > t 1§:58, while returning to their
aircraft for their pear, the weather improved to VFR conditions,
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2W-216 struck the ground in
a steep right turn, This was cvidenced at the crash site by
the discovery of the starboard running lizht glass at the initial
point of impact, An undamaged tree five feet west of initial
contact point indicated 2We216 final flisht attitude was very
near a 90 anvle of bank, The starboard wine tip acesrdioned
about 157 back from the leadine cdze and 55° up from the battom
to the T»adins edge, Indiecnting the alreraft was rolline rapidly

to the risht with a forward component uron impact., All of the

.

wreckagze was strown 10-2 left »f the 1ine »f the initial 25°¢
rround scar, I% »f the attitnie gzyro indicated that it was
operating at time of impect and thers were "GV forces »n the air-
craft, ' DIR als sugrested A nose up attitude, however, dam-

age t» th tyro precluded a conclusive doterminmation, A tree,
20" from initial impact with broken hrenches about 40° up, was
r1loved tn have heen struck by the port wine (“nelosure R) An

clonmated bHulh filament in the vertical stabilizer rumning lizht

indicates 1t was lisht2d on {mpact, thus “‘Hinﬁtink the probability

»f an elcectrical failure,
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he eround scar indicated the

starboard (down) wine 4Aragesd alongz the groun? for ahout five
feet while the aireraft contimued to rall to the riecht (7nelosure
9). 16 by 19 faot ecratar, five fost 12cp, was created by the
*neine and airframs (Tpelosure 10), The oneine and atrframe sep-
apated on impact, he atrframe, loss the part wing, compross-d
and stopped its forward movement six foot bovond the erater (Ene
celasur> 11), Th> inertia and Tyroscnnic ~ffect of the ensire pro-
pzlled 1t from t) erat  r, ! nein> eamc to rest on top of the
main wreelkage with sne iptect prop=11 r/vladec whieh made a sear
in ¢ " 7 antonns smsing »r t vertical stanilizer,

) ireraft, 2W-216, ws r rted missine at 18655 and a
search was initiated, " search wes hampored by advorse whather
conditions "t “arest rvie rsomn>1l finally located the wreck-

are apd informed Vaval .uthoritics at 13253 on 11 March 1961/,

1y of the rilot was found with the wreckage, No attempt
* T ”m o ind4mnnt 4.
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